Who's Earning Money from March Madness?
A breakdown of revenue distribution by teams' academic performance
The NCAA shares revenue from the men’s basketball tournament with Division I conferences based on the number of tournament
games in which its member institutions play. The Knight Commission examined the $409 million awarded for performance only in
the past five tournaments and found that nearly 36 percent of the funds ($146.2 million) were earned by institutions whose teams had
a NCAA Graduate Success Rate (GSR) under 50 percent. A team with a GSR under 50 percent means that their average four-year
cohort graduated less than half their players with each player given six years to graduate. The GSR computation excludes athletes
who leave their institutions before graduation provided they are in good academic standing, and would have been athletically
eligible had they continued their enrollment. Following is a breakdown of the revenues earned by each Division I conference for their
member teams’ performance in the past five tournaments, showing how much was earned by teams with GSRs below 50 percent:

EŝǀŝƐŝŽŶ/ŽŶĨĞƌĞŶĐĞ
dKd>^
ŝŐϭϮ
WĂĐŝĨŝĐͲϭϬ
^ŽƵƚŚĞĂƐƚĞƌŶ;^Ϳ
ŝŐĂƐƚ
ŽŶĨĞƌĞŶĐĞh^
ŝŐdĞŶ
ƚůĂŶƚŝĐŽĂƐƚ;Ϳ
DŽƵŶƚĂŝŶtĞƐƚ
tĞƐƚĞƌŶƚŚůĞƚŝĐ;tͿ
^Ƶŵŵŝƚ;DŝĚͲŽŶƚŝŶĞŶƚͿ
^ŽƵƚŚǁĞƐƚĞƌŶƚŚůĞƚŝĐ;^tͿ
DŝĚͲĂƐƚĞƌŶƚŚůĞƚŝĐ;DͿ
tĞƐƚŽĂƐƚ
ŝŐ^ŬǇ
WĂƚƌŝŽƚ
ŝŐtĞƐƚ
DŝƐƐŽƵƌŝsĂůůĞǇ
KŚŝŽsĂůůĞǇ
^ŽƵƚŚĞƌŶ
^ŽƵƚŚůĂŶĚ
ƚůĂŶƚŝĐϭϬ
ŽůŽŶŝĂůƚŚůĞƚŝĐ
,ŽƌŝǌŽŶ
^ƵŶĞůƚ
DĞƚƌŽƚůĂŶƚŝĐƚŚůĞƚŝĐ;DͿ
ŝŐ^ŽƵƚŚ
EŽƌƚŚĞĂƐƚ
/ǀǇ>ĞĂŐƵĞ
DŝĚͲŵĞƌŝĐĂŶ;DͿ
ŵĞƌŝĐĂĂƐƚ
ƚůĂŶƚŝĐ^ƵŶ

ZĞǀĞŶƵĞĞĂƌŶĞĚďǇ
ZĞǀĞŶƵĞĞĂƌŶĞĚďǇ
ĐŽŶĨĞƌĞŶĐĞƚĞĂŵƐĨŽƌ ĐŽŶĨĞƌĞŶĐĞƚĞĂŵƐǁŝƚŚ
'^ZƐĐŽƌĞďĞůŽǁϱϬ
ĂƉƉĞĂƌĂŶĐĞƐĂŶĚ
ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚŝŶϮϬϬϲͲϮϬϭϬ
ǁŝŶƐŝŶϮϬϬϲͲϮϬϭϬ
EƚŽƵƌŶĂŵĞŶƚƐ
EƚŽƵƌŶĂŵĞŶƚƐ
ΨϰϬϵ͕ϯϵϰ͕ϵϮϰ
Ψϭϰϲ͕ϭϳϵ͕ϱϲϰ
Ψϯϵ͕Ϯϰϴ͕ϲϳϰ
ΨϯϬ͕ϬϳϮ͕ϯϬϴ
Ψϰϭ͕ϮϮϴ͕ϮϱϬ
ΨϮϴ͕ϱϭϯ͕ϬϱϬ
ΨϰϬ͕ϱϱϳ͕ϲϭϬ
ΨϮϯ͕ϯϲϳ͕ϱϬϮ
Ψϱϴ͕ϰϱϲ͕ϴϵϰ
ΨϭϮ͕ϱϭϳ͕ϴϬϰ
Ψϭϯ͕ϴϭϵ͕ϯϵϴ
ΨϭϮ͕ϭϵϰ͕ϭϮϰ
Ψϯϳ͕ϲϰϭ͕ϴϮϲ
Ψϵ͕ϬϮϳ͕ϯϵϰ
Ψϯϴ͕ϲϰϰ͕ϬϳϮ
Ψϱ͕ϴϮϴ͕ϰϵϬ
Ψϵ͕ϴϳϮ͕ϳϯϰ
Ψϱ͕ϲϲϳ͕ϯϯϮ
Ψϲ͕Ϯϱϳ͕ϱϯϴ
Ψϯ͕ϴϱϮ͕ϮϮϰ
Ψϯ͕Ϯϲϰ͕ϮϬϰ
ΨϮ͕ϱϲϮ͕ϲϳϬ
Ψϯ͕ϱϬϯ͕ϴϲϴ
ΨϮ͕ϯϳϰ͕ϭϬϴ
Ψϯ͕Ϯϲϰ͕ϮϬϰ
ΨϮ͕ϮϮϴ͕ϯϭϰ
Ψϵ͕ϮϮϮ͕ϬϱϬ
Ψϭ͕ϱϮϲ͕ϳϴϬ
Ψϰ͕ϯϬϬ͕Ϭϵϰ
Ψϭ͕ϭϮϵ͕ϳϲϬ
Ψϰ͕ϯϬϬ͕Ϭϵϰ
Ψϭ͕ϭϮϵ͕ϳϲϬ
Ψϯ͕Ϯϲϰ͕ϮϬϰ
Ψϭ͕ϭϮϵ͕ϳϲϬ
Ψϭϯ͕ϱϳϭ͕ϰϯϮ
Ψϭ͕Ϭϯϱ͕ϴϵϬ
Ψϯ͕ϵϲϱ͕ϳϯϴ
Ψϴϱϴ͕ϴϵϬ
Ψϱ͕Ϯϲϳ͕ϴϳϰ
Ψϰϲϭ͕ϴϳϬ
Ψϰ͕ϯϬϬ͕Ϭϵϰ
Ψϰϲϭ͕ϴϳϬ
Ψϭϯ͕ϲϲϭ͕ϮϮϬ
ΨϮϯϵ͕ϲϲϰ
ΨϭϬ͕ϰϬϭ͕Ϭϵϴ
ΨϬ
Ψϵ͕ϰϮϳ͕ϬϱϬ
ΨϬ
Ψϱ͕ϳϮϵ͕ϳϰϰ
ΨϬ
Ψϰ͕ϯϵϯ͕ϵϲϰ
ΨϬ
Ψϰ͕ϭϮϯ͕Ϭϵϰ
ΨϬ
Ψϯ͕ϵϯϮ͕Ϭϵϰ
ΨϬ
Ψϯ͕ϳϰϯ͕ϱϯϮ
ΨϬ
Ψϯ͕ϱϬϯ͕ϴϲϴ
ΨϬ
Ψϯ͕Ϯϲϰ͕ϮϬϰ
ΨϬ
Ψϯ͕Ϯϲϰ͕ϮϬϰ
ΨϬ

WĞƌĐĞŶƚĂŐĞŽĨƚŽƚĂů
ƌĞǀĞŶƵĞĞĂƌŶĞĚďǇ
ƚĞĂŵƐǁŝƚŚ'^ZƐĐŽƌĞ
ďĞůŽǁϱϬƉĞƌĐĞŶƚŝŶ
ϮϬϬϲͲϮϬϭϬE
ƚŽƵƌŶĂŵĞŶƚƐ
ϯϱ͘ϳй
ϳϲ͘ϲй
ϲϵ͘Ϯй
ϱϳ͘ϲй
Ϯϭ͘ϰй
ϴϴ͘Ϯй
Ϯϰ͘Ϭй
ϭϱ͘ϭй
ϱϳ͘ϰй
ϲϭ͘ϲй
ϳϴ͘ϱй
ϲϳ͘ϴй
ϲϴ͘ϯй
ϭϲ͘ϲй
Ϯϲ͘ϯй
Ϯϲ͘ϯй
ϯϰ͘ϲй
ϳ͘ϲй
Ϯϭ͘ϳй
ϴ͘ϴй
ϭϬ͘ϳй
ϭ͘ϴй
Ϭ͘Ϭй
Ϭ͘Ϭй
Ϭ͘Ϭй
Ϭ͘Ϭй
Ϭ͘Ϭй
Ϭ͘Ϭй
Ϭ͘Ϭй
Ϭ͘Ϭй
Ϭ͘Ϭй
Ϭ͘Ϭй

The “total amount of revenue earned for the 2006-2010 NCAA Men’s Basketball Tournament Performances” represents only a portion of the total
amount actually distributed during the years shown. The NCAA distributes money to conferences for their teams’ men’s basketball appearances
and wins over a rolling six-year period, but this analysis includes only the amounts earned from the tournaments for which GSR scores were
available. For example, the amount calculated for the 2007 distribution represents 1/6 th of the total NCAA Basketball Fund distribution for 2007
since GSR scores were not published until Fall 2005, meaning that only one tournament (2006) of that particular distribution could be considered
in the analysis. Similarly, the April 2011 distribution represents 5/6 th of the total NCAA Basketball Fund distribution for 2011 since five of the six
tournaments (2006-2010) were considered in the 2011 total. By adding up each of the distributions in the 2007-2011 time period, the NCAA
awarded more than $779 million. However, this research examined a little more than half ($409.3 million) of the total revenue awarded during
those revenue distribution cycles for the reasons described.
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