
Football Bowl Subdivision (FBS): Institutions stretching resources 
to keep up with top spenders in athletics
Academic and athletics spending by 2010 athletics spending quartile

These tables show the levels and growth of academic and athletics spending on a per student and per athlete basis respectively 
grouped by 2010 athletics spending quartile for 97 of the 103 public institutions in the NCAA Football Bowl Subdivision over 
this timeframe.

Source: Produced by The Delta Cost Project for the Knight Commission using data from the following sources: USA Today’s 
NCAA athletics finance database of NCAA financial reports; NCES Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS); 
Office of Postsecondary Education Equity in Athletics database. Updated in 2012 to include FY2010 using same sources.

Table B: FBS Quartile Spending Trends

FBS Spending 
Quartile, 2010

Quartile 1 (high)

Quartile 2

Quartile 3

Quartile 4 (low)

Percentage change in 
median academic spending 

per student, 2005–2010

30.4%

17.2%

21.9%

19.2%

Percentage change in median 
institutional funding for 

athletics per athlete, 2005–2010

44.7%

48.4%

59.5%

41.5%

Percentage change in 
median athletics expenses 

per athlete, 2005–2010

16.5%

43.1%

57.8%

28.0%

FBS Spending 
Quartile, 2010

Quartile 1 (high)

Quartile 2

FBS Median

Quartile 3

Quartile 4 (low)

Median academic spending 
per student, 2010

$16,500

$14,684

$13,628

$12,129

$11,706

Median athletics spending 
per athlete, 2010

$149,711

$108,911

$91,936

$77,535

$51,532

Median athletics spending 
per athlete greater than 
academic spending per 

student, 2010

9.1

7.4

6.7

6.4

4.4


